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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 2, 4-10, 12-15, 17-23, and 15-27 
have been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Objections 

Claims 4-5 and 17-18 objected to under 37 CFR 1 .75(c), as being of improper 
dependent form for failing to further limit the subject matter of a previous claim. 
Applicant is required to cancel the claim(s), or amend the claim(s) to place the claim(s) 
in proper dependent form, or rewrite the claim(s) in independent form. 

Claims 4-5 and 17-18 are objected to because of the following informalities: 
Claims 4 and 5 seem to be depended on claim 2 and not on cancelled claim 3, 

and 

Claims 17 and 18 seems to be depended on claim 15 and not on cancelled claim 

16. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
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applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

1. Claims 2 , 4-7, 10, 12, 15, 17-20, 23, and 25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
being unpatentable by Rowe et al (US 6008803). 

Claim 2, Rowe discloses a method for navigating in a program guide (Fig. 
10), comprising: 

presenting the program guide to a user, the program guide comprising a 
program grid having a plurality of cells arranged in rows and at least one column 
(Col. 6, lines 55-67), wherein: 

at least one of the cells in the program grid corresponds to a navigation cell 
selectable by the user (see Fig. 2-4, 6-8; Col. 7, lines 44-Col. 8, lines 35), the 
navigation cell comprising at least one navigation point (see Fig. 2-4, 6-8 in which 
navigation cells, i.e., cell 60 of el. 52 comprises navigation points ,i.e. Sport, etc... 
and navigation cell 64 of el. 54 comprises navigation points, i.e., Basketball, etc... 
The selection of Navigation Cell 60 of Column 52 with its navigation point "Sport", for 
example, would result in displaying/producing another group of Navigation Cell 64 of 
Column 54 with its navigation points, i.e., Basketball, etc.), and a remainder of the 
cells in the program grid corresponds to program information cells (see program 
display el. 56 with its program title el. 66); 

receiving a user selection of the navigation cell (Col. 9, lines 1-27); and 
navigating the program guide to the at least one navigation point in response to the 
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user selection of the navigation cell (see Fig. 2-4, 6-8 in which Cell 60 of Column 52 
is a navigation point, i.e., Sports that displays a list of sub-categories of Sport, i.e., 
Basketball, etc... and when the user selects navigation point "Sport", a plurality of 
Navigation point 64 of Column 54, i.e., Basketball, etc... will be displayed and the in 
turn the system displays a list of program display el. 56 with its program title el. 66 
when the user selects Navigation point "Sport" and subsequently selects the 
associated navigation point, i.e., "Basketball" or just selects navigation point 
"Basketball" if the associated navigation point "Sport" has been previously selected); 

Claim 4, Rowe further discloses repositioning a cursor from a program 
information cell within the program grid to the navigation cell (inherently reads on the 
navigation features using a remote control, Col. 9, lines 1-45). 

Claim 5, Rowe further discloses scrolling the program information cells while 
keeping the navigation cell substantially fixed in response to user input (reads on 
Fig. 2-4 in which the user scrolls up/down the cursor along the program title el. 66 
within the program display el. 56 without any changes of the corresponding selected 
Navigation point "Sport" and subsequently selected the associated navigation point, 
i.e., "Basketball", for example) 

Claim 6, Rowe further discloses presenting an icon in the navigation cell (the 
navigation cell 60 or el. 62/64 is an icon because of its 3D presentation, see Fig. 2- 
3). 
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Claim 7, Rowe further discloses wherein the at least one navigation point 
corresponds to programs that are currently being broadcast (see Fig. 4 program 
display el. 56 with programs that are currently broadcasting and correspond to 
navigation point "Basketball" of navigation point "Sport"). 

Claim 10, Rowe discloses a method for navigating in a program guide (Fig. 
10), comprising: presenting the program guide to a user, the program guide 
comprising a program guide menu (See Fig. 2-4, 6-8, el. 52 and 54) and a program 
grid having program schedule information (see Fig. 2-4, 6, program title el. 66 within 
the program display el. 56); 

presenting in the program guide menu a plurality of navigation points 
selectable by the user (see Fig. 2-4, 6-8, el. 62 of el. 52 and el. 64 of 54 in which 
navigation cells, i.e., cell 60 of el. 52 comprises navigation points ,i.e. Sport, etc... 
and navigation cell 64 of el. 54 comprises navigation points, i.e., Basketball, etc... ; 
Col. 7, lines 44-Col. 8, lines 35); 

As to limitation, "wherein each of the plurality of navigation points 
corresponds to a different display mode for displaying the program schedule 
information presented in the program grid; receiving a user selection of a selected 
one of the plurality of navigation points corresponding to a selected display mode; 
and displaying the program schedule information in the selected display mode in 
response to the user selection of the selected navigation point" reads on Fig. 2-4, 6- 
8 in which the user selects navigation point "Sport" from the Navigation Cell 60 of 
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Column 52 along with its navigation point "Basketball" from the Navigation cell 64 of 
Column 54, for example, would result in displaying a list of corresponding program 
title el. 66 in display el. 56 or just selects navigation point "Basketball" if the 
associated navigation point "Sport" has been previously selected); 

Claim 12, Rowe further discloses wherein the selected navigation point 
corresponds to programs that are currently being broadcast (Col. 13, lines 28-45); 

Claim 15, Rowe discloses a system for presenting a program guide (Fig. 1 
and 10), comprising: 

a remote control (Fig. 1 , el. 40) that receives user input from a user; and 
a control unit (Fig. 1, el. 32, STB): 

that causes the program guide to be presented to a user, the program guide 
(Fig. 2-4, 6-8) comprising a program grid having a plurality of cells arranged in rows 
and at least one column (Col. 6, lines 55-67), wherein: 

at least one of the cells in the program grid corresponds to a navigation cell 
selectable by the user (see Fig. 2-4, 6-8; Col. 7, lines 44-Col. 8, lines 35), the 
navigation cell comprising at least one navigation point (see Fig. 2-4, 6-8 in which 
navigation cells, i.e., cell 60 of el. 52 comprises navigation points ,i.e. Sport, etc... 
and navigation cell 64 of el. 54 comprises navigation points, i.e., Basketball, etc... 
The selection of Navigation Cell 60 of Column 52 with its navigation point "Sport", for 
example, would result in displaying/producing another group of Navigation Cell 64 of 
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Column 54 with its navigation points, i.e., Basketball, etc.), and a remainder of the 
cells in the program grid corresponds to program information cells (see program 
display el. 56 with its program title el. 66) that receives a user selection of the 
navigation cell as part of the user input, and that navigates the program guide to the 
at least one navigation point in response to the user selection of the navigation cell 
(inherently reads on the navigation features using a remote control, Col. 9, lines 1-45 
reads on Fig. 2-4, 6-8 in which the user selects navigation point "Sport" from the 
Navigation Cell 60 of Column 52 along with its navigation point "Basketball" from the 
Navigation cell 64 of Column 54, for example, would result in displaying a list of 
corresponding program title el. 66 in display el. 56 or just selects navigation point 
"Basketball" if the associated navigation point "Sport" has been previously selected). 

Claim 1 7, Rowe further discloses wherein the control unit also repositions a 
cursor from a program information cell within the program grid to the navigation cell 
(inherently reads on the navigation features using a remote control, Col. 9, lines 1- 
45). 

Claim 18, Rowe further discloses wherein the control unit also scrolls the 
program information cells while keeping the navigation cell substantially fixed 
response to user input (reads on Fig. 2-4 in which the user scrolls up/down the 
cursor along the program title el. 66 within the program display el. 56 without any 



Application/Control Number: 09/770,865 Page 8 

Art Unit: 2611 

changes of the corresponding selected Navigation point "Sport" and subsequently 
selected the associated navigation point, i.e., "Basketball", for example). 

Claim 19, Rowe further discloses wherein the control unit also causes an icon 
to be presented in the navigation cell (the navigation cell 60 or el. 62/64 is an icon 
because of its 3D presentation, see Fig. 2-3). 

Claim 20, Rowe further discloses wherein the at least one navigation point 
corresponds to programs that are currently being broadcast (Col. 13, lines 28-45); 

23. Rowe discloses a system for presenting a program guide (Fig. 1 and 10), 
comprising: 

a remote control (Fig. 1, el. 40) that receives user input from a user; and 
a control unit (Fig. 1, el. 32, STB): 

that causes the program guide (Fig. 2-4, 6-8) comprising a program guide 
menu (el. 52 and 54) and a program grid having program schedule information to be 
presented to a user a program grid having a plurality of cells arranged in rows and at 
least one column (Col. 6, lines 55-67), that causes a program guide menu including 
a plurality of navigation points selectable by the user to be presented, wherein each 
of the plurality of navigation points corresponds to a different display mode for 
displaying the program schedule information presented in the program grid that 
receives a user selection of selected one of the plurality of navigation points 
corresponding to a selected display mode, and that displays the program schedule 
information in the selected display mode in response to the user selection of the 
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selected navigation point (reads on Fig. 2-4, 6-8 in which the user selects navigation 
point "Sport" from the Navigation Cell 60 of Column 52 along with its navigation point 
"Basketball" from the Navigation cell 64 of Column 54, for example, would result in 
displaying a list of corresponding program title el. 66 in display el. 56 or just selects 
navigation point "Basketball" if the associated navigation point "Sport" has been 
previously selected). 

Claim 25, Rowe further discloses wherein the selected navigation point 
corresponds to programs that are currently being broadcast (Col. 13, lines 28-45); 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 8-9, 13-14, 21-22 and 26-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 

unpatentable over Rowe et al (US 6008803) in view of Young (US 5727060) . 

Claims 8-9, 13-14, 21-22 and 26-27, Rowe discloses a method/system for 

presenting a program guide (Fig. 1 and 10), as analyzed in the above section. 

Rowe does not clearly disclose that the navigation point corresponds to 

programs that are broadcast on premium channels and/or during a primetime time 

period. 
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Young discloses a method of navigating in an EPG (Fig. 17) wherein a 
selection, i.e. by primetime, displays list of primetime programming during a 
primetime time period (Col. 24, lines 38-42) or i.e., by a premium channels 
selection (Pay Per View) displays list of PPV programming (Col. 27, lines 1-5). 
Because Rowe discloses plurality of navigation points corresponds to programs in 
different categories; Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made to modify Rowe with the prime-time and 
premium channels categories, as taught by Young , in order to enhance Rowe's 
friendly GUI interface by adding new features such as, list a primetime 
programming/PPV premium channels for user-friendly accessing. 

Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
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the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Hai Tran whose telephone number is (571) 272-7305. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Christopher C. Grant can be reached on (571 ) 272-7294. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

HT:ht 

08/18/2005 
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